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His wife Kathy noted Scott’s inten-
tionality of faith in several aspects of 
his life. Since his beginning pains in 
2016, Kathy said her husband never 
once complained to anyone about his 
illness, never had a “pity party” and 
never questioned God.
In addition to his love for and devo-
tion to his students, Scott was known 
for putting family first. Sometimes 
these areas merged, as Kathy enjoyed 
hosting Taylor students in her home 
for a range of events.
“Scott and I fell in love on our first 
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Scott Steckenrider often did his work at home in the evening so that he could be available to students during the day.
Kuzmich continues Halbrook Lectures
Beloved professor remembered
Scott Steckenrider's 
memorial is on April 29
Kassidy Hall
Staff Writer
Scott Steckenrider, department chair 
and professor of engineering, passed 
away on Thursday, April 19, after bat-
tling cancer for over a year and a half.
Scott will be remembered not only 
as a professor, but as a father, hus-
band, colleague, friend, a man of 
faith and much more. He is survived 
by his wife, Karen, and children Josi-
ah (’16), Elizabeth (’17) and Joy (’19).
This semester, Josiah filled in for his 
father in the engineering and physics 
department as Scott battled cancer. 
Josiah is now teaching at Taylor while 
pursuing a doctorate in mechanical 
engineering at Virginia Tech.
As Josiah toured campus as a pro-
spective student many years ago, he 
and his father visited with engineer-
ing and physics faculty several times 
over the course of a few months. For 
his freshman year in college, Josiah 
attended Illinois College. It wasn’t un-
til the fall of 2013, when Scott joined 
the faculty, that Josiah transferred 
into Taylor as a sophomore.
“It was so evident through the 
whole process that God's hand of 
providence brought us here,” Josiah 
said. “If we were to have planned it 
out, my dad would have been here un-
til he retired of old age, having thor-
oughly and tirelessly shared Christ 
with every student possible for years 
to come. But the Lord's plan, though 
shocking and heartbreaking, is funda-
mentally better. My dad ran towards 
Taylor and the plan that God had for 
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MEMORIALIZED continues on Page 2
HUMBOLDT continues on Page 2
Taylor offers hope for Humboldt
Disaster closely  
parallels 2006 van tragedy
Eric Andrews &          
Braden Ochs
Editor in Chief & News Co-Editor
On April 6, 2018, a coach bus carrying 
the Humboldt Broncos hockey team 
collided with a trailer truck in Tisdale, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, killing 16 on the 
bus and injuring 13.
The Broncos, a team in the Saskatche-
wan Junior Hockey League, were en route 
to a playoff game at the time of the colli-
sion. Ten Broncos players perished in the 
crash, as well as the team’s head coach, 
assistant coach, athletic therapist, statis-
tician, radio broadcaster and bus driver.
Initially, it was believed Xavier La-
belle, a defenseman on the team, had 
passed away. However, two days later 
on April 8, authorities realized it was 
Parker Tobin, one of the Broncos’ goal-
tenders, who had passed away, contrary 
to the coroner’s original report.
The Humboldt accident and the mis-
identification of two of the team’s players 
closely resembles Taylor’s van accident 
on April 26, 2006, which claimed the 
him here, and he followed through on 
that race to the very end.”
Ken Kiers, professor of physics, re-
called meeting Scott when he visit-
ed Taylor with Josiah. In 2013, Kiers 
also observed Scott immediately 
become an active proponent of the 
physics and engineering program, as 
he taught and tirelessly met with pro-
spective students and their parents.
According to Kiers, Scott always 
welcomed students into his office, 
not just regarding physics but to hang 
out and chat. Scott implemented an 
open-door policy and often did his 
work at home in the evening so that 
he could be available during the day 
to talk to students. 
“It was a great honor to work 
alongside him in our department 
over these past five years,” Kiers said. 
“Our department is deeply indebted 
to him. As I think about Scott, the im-
age that immediately comes to mind 
is his smile and his ready laugh. Even 
during his illness, he always tried to 
make the situation as good as pos-
sible for everyone else. His trust in 
his Lord and Savior was very evident 
during this past year and a half.”




Holly Kuzmich, executive director of 
the George W. Bush Institute, visited 
campus on Monday, April 23.
She was kept busy: speaking in 
chapel, then delivering lectures on 
the work of the Bush Institute as a 
guest speaker in classrooms, over 
lunch and dinner,  and continued her 
lectures in the evening.
Among other topics, Kuzmich ad-
dressed declining faith in democrat-
ic institutions, organized religion and 
higher education. She commented 
that whereas this decline is not with-
out good reason, it could corrode im-
portant aspects of our society.
“It weakens the ties that bind us to-
gether as Americans,” Kuzmich said. “It 
undermines the most important means 
we have to combat the social break-
down occurring in society. Through 
institutions, we create communities 
that allow us to thrive. Strong institu-
tions produce strong, engaged citizens.”
This trend is the subject of ongo-
ing public opinion research happen-
ing at the Bush Institute, which will 
be released later this year. She did re-
veal a theme of their findings thus far 
has been concern about the ability of 
democratic systems to deliver actual 
benefits to citizens.
Kuzmich also addressed the topic 
of civility. She recalled from her time 
in Washington, D.C., how simply re-
turning phone calls and giving peo-
ple the opportunity to talk taught her 
about civility.
She recalled how working for Pres-
ident George W. Bush taught her the 
importance of being driven by strong 
personal values. Not only is it easier 
to work with people who have clear 
principles, but backing stances with 
personal values is highly-respected 
and a faithful way to work on public 
policy issues.
“Know what your principles are,” 
Kuzmich said. “Let them lead and 
drive your work.”
She mentioned one of her passions 
for being on campus Monday was to 
encourage those considering pub-
lic service as a professional goal. For 
Kuzmich, public service has been a 
satisfying way to take real action on 
problems. 
In this political climate, it can be easy 
to become bitter. Kuzmich wants to en-
KUZMICH continues on Page 2
Halbrook Lecturer Holly Kuzmich 
spoke on the decline of faith in 
democratic institutions, organized 
religion and higher education.
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lives of five members of Taylor’s com-
munity. The deceased included students 
Laurel Erb, Brad Larson, Betsy Smith 
and Laura Van Ryn and Creative Dining 
Services staff member Monica Felver.
At the time of the accident, it was be-
lieved Van Ryn had survived and Whit-
ney Cerak (’09, now Wheeler) had passed 
away. However, on May 31, after five 
weeks of rehab, doctors asked Van Ryn 
to write her name. She wrote the name 
“Whitney.” Only then did the reality set in 
that it was Cerak and not Van Ryn.
Jim Garringer, director of media re-
lations, recalled the van accident and 
the mistaken identity that took place.
“We didn’t know what in the world 
to say, and I didn’t even know what to 
feel,” Garringer said.
The Van Ryns and Ceraks experienced 
an immense amount of support through-
out the aftermath of the accident.
Don Van Ryn, Laura’s father, remem-
bered how family members, friends and 
strangers alike all rallied around the Van 
Ryn family, doing whatever they could 
in order to support the family. Gift cards 
for gas and restaurants, stacks of piz-
zas and even ice cream from a German 
creamery in Cincinnati were gifted to 
the Van Ryns in the wake of the trage-
dy while spending time in the hospital.
Don noted these gifts were given pure-
ly out of love, which served as a huge 
source of encouragement for the family.
While offering words of encourage-
ment in situations like this is often dif-
ficult, Don shared a truth he believes is 
enough to get anyone through a trag-
ic accident.
“Hold on to your faith and under-
stand that the Lord has a reason for 
something like this and He’s going to 
work through it, and it’s just going to 
take time to see that,” Don said.
Colleen Cerak, Whitney’s mother, 
noted the amazing amount of support 
she and her family received from the 
Taylor community and their church 
family in Gaylord, Michigan.
Colleen recalled a particularly pow-
erful and encouraging experience for 
her and her family in the days follow-
ing the accident.
“Whitney had just received a Bible 
at her high school graduation,” Colleen 
said. “She was a freshman (at Taylor 
when the accident happened, so) it was 
a pretty new Bible to her. I remember the 
courage this generation to not lose 
its drive, since she sees millennials 
as highly-motivated to solve issues.
“Find good people to work for, and 
there are plenty of them out there,” 
Kuzmich said. “It makes your work 
life really satisfying.”
Kuzmich’s visit to campus highlighted 
the work of the Bush Institute in several 
realms and raised several interesting is-
sues facing American democracy today.
Some Taylor faculty members com-
mented on the opportunity to see 
Kuzmich speak.
“Holly's Chapel Address and her 
evening lecture highlighted the im-
portance of women and men of 
principled faith becoming actively en-
gaged in pursuit of a common good,” 
said Tom Jones, professor of history 
and chair of the department of histo-
ry, global and political studies. “She is 
an excellent example of how one per-
son can make a difference through a 
career in politics and public service.”
Jones went on to say Kuzmich’s 




Director of Scholarships Michael 
Mortensen also contributes to 
University scholarships.
The firefly is Indiana’s new official 
state insect according to Senate 
Act 236 passed in February.
Taylor donors’ scholarship numbers sky rocket
New scholarships 
available in the future
Clark Murray
Staff Writer
For those searching for financial 
aid, Taylor has acquired 35 new 
scholarships. 
Students tend to view scholarships 
as one of the best things they can re-
ceive in their college career. There 
are scholarships that can be given in 
a wide array of fields and in various 
amounts. On campus alone, 97 per-
cent of students receive some sort of 
financial aid.
Director of Scholarships Michael 
Mortensen (‘91), a donor himself, is 
excited about these new scholar-
ship opportunities.
“Taylor started Fiscal Year 2018 
with 523 scholarships (451 endowed 
and 72 annual), and this number 
will increase to over 550 by May 31,” 
Mortensen said. “We’re in the process 
of dramatically increasing our num-
ber of scholarships and scholarship 
funds raised, but this does not happen 
overnight. We need students to help 
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KUZMICH continued from
“This year's portfolios have been absolutely stunning.”
Seniors showcase portfolios





This past February, Governor Eric 
Holcomb passed Senate Act 236 to 
make the Say’s Firefly the official 
state insect of Indiana.
After Rhode Island declared the 
American Burying Beetle their 
state insect in 2015, Indiana be-
came one of only six U.S. states 
without a designated insect. How-
ever, this year, it is officially the 
most recent state to declare its 
own — the lightning bug. The in-
sect is properly called the Say’s 
Firefly, named in 1826 by entomol-
ogist Thomas Say.
Holcomb has served as the 51st 
Governor of Indiana since Janu-
ary of 2017 and has since made this 
cause part of his legislative agenda. 
His support of this bill was largely 
due to the perseverance of young 
Indiana students who advocated 
for the firefly to be recognized.
“Lightning bugs remind me of 
my childhood adventures at my 
Department Chair and Associate 
Professor of Communication Donna 
Downs is proud of this year’s seniors.
Correction
In the April 20 edition of The 
Echo, an unedited version of 
a story “Experiencing culture 
through performance” acciden-
tally made it into the newspa-
per instead of the intended edited 
version. As a result, Heewon Son’s 
name was misspelled, the Baha-
mians was misspelled, the Gospel 
choir song “Rejoice” was inaccu-
rately identified and several typo-
graphical errors appeared in the 
published story.
date; we were best friends,” Kathy 
said. “I never doubted his commit-
ment and love for me. Our marriage 
always came first after God. In fact, 
he told me after he was given six 
months to live, that he was incredibly 
sad that he was going to die and leave 
me alone and leave our marriage cov-
enant and leave our one unmarried 
daughter. He was my earthly protec-
tor and he always made me feel safe 
and taken care of. In fact, when we 
were preparing his memorial service, 
which we did with him while he was 
alive, he didn’t want just a picture of 
himself, he wanted a picture of the 
two of us because we are ‘one flesh.’”
Kathy testified that Scott upheld 
his life motto of “Soli Deo Gloria” 
until his final days, which translates 
into “Glory to God alone.” Kathy ad-
ditionally remembered his endless 
love for family, reflecting on how he 
meticulously helped their three chil-
dren through their home-schooled 
education, especially in the math 
and science areas.
Joy, a junior at Taylor, remembered 
often stopping by her father’s office 
while on campus. Sometimes she 
visited him for homework help or to 
chat, or to grab candy from a drawer 
he had hidden just for her.
“I have always said that he is the 
only reason I’ve made it this far 
through college, and I definitely owe 
my degree to him,” Joy said. “His dis-
cernment is for sure what I will miss 
the most. Last fall, I had an assign-
ment for a class which was heavily 
opinionated, and I didn’t know what 
I believed. I knew my dad would know 
exactly what I should say, so I text-
ed him to ask for help. He was in so 
much pain from the cancer and prob-
ably did not feel like helping me on a 
for those planning to enter the poli-
cy realm. Instead, they were a call for 
all of us to live faithfully, in ways re-
flective of the values found in Amer-
ica’s founding documents.
Michael Hammond, academic dean 
of the school of humanities, arts and 
biblical studies, called it a privilege 
to have Kuzmich on campus for the 
entirety of Monday.
“Her nonprofit work for the George 
W. Bush Institute has built partnerships 
around the world, across the ideolog-
ical spectrum,” Hammond said. “The 
Halbrook Freedom Lecture contributes 
to our campus community through 
leaders who exemplify solid principles 
and civil discourse in public service.”
The Halbrook Freedom Lecture se-
ries began in 2015, and has brought to 
campus Robert George from Princeton 
University, Daniel Dreisbach of Amer-
ican University, Ryan Anderson from 
the Heritage Foundation, former Indi-
ana Senator Richard Lugar and former 
Indiana Representative Lee Hamilton.
According to Hammond, next year’s 
lecture has not yet been planned.
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us by writing their (thank you) notes 
and working to establish relationships 
with donors when given the chance.”
Students should also be remind-
ed that communication with the fi-
nancial aid office is crucial if they are 
looking for a potential scholarship. 
With the recent acquisition, any stu-
dents who fear they may not be able 
to return to Taylor should be in con-
tact as soon as possible. Financial aid 
matches students based off of GPA 
and donors’ requirements.
Donors are coming to campus to 
meet recipients on Saturday, April 
28. Donors desire to have relation-
ships with their recipients that create 
a lasting bond. The time of the event 
is 3–4:14 p.m., and will be a come-and-
go event. Two hundred and fifty stu-
dents and donors will be attending.
Scholarships are funded from a 
myriad of donors, including some 
with impactful backgrounds regard-
ing why they donate.
Andy Tratogot (’60) is one of the 
recent donors. He is establishing a 
scholarship in order to honor his late 
wife Nancy (Cimbalo) Tratogot (’57).
The family of Josh Vahle (’16), who 
recently passed unexpectedly, has set 
up a scholarship in his name for men’s 
cross-country students.
“Also, today (Thursday), we re-
ceived some great news that a foun-
dation we sent a proposal last year, 
but not yet this year, sent us a second 
$100,000 gift for their scholarship,” 
said Mortensen. “This check puts us 
around $1.8 million for the fiscal year 
just for endowed and annual schol-
arships (This does not include gifts 
we’re receipting for the Taylor Schol-
arship Fund).”
This unexpected gift, coupled with 
scholarship gifts the university re-
ceives between now and May 31, may 
set a record in scholarship giving.
Mortensen also presented his own 
experience in meeting with recipi-
ents on the donor side. He created a 
scholarship last year in memory of his 
son, Jonathan, who passed away due 
to Batten disease.
“I became emotional, because 
I knew Jonathan’s life was help-
ing our recipient even in his death,” 
Mortensen said. “It has been so mean-
ingful for our family to have a rela-
tionship with our student.”
small (and) seemingly unimportant 
paper, but still, he didn’t hesitate and 
immediately called me to make sure 
I understood everything. It wasn’t a 
crazy special moment and it was just 
a 30-minute phone call, but it’s the 
perfect example of who he was. He 
was always ready to help and listen, 
even if that meant extra pain for him.”
All faculty, students, staff and com-
munity members are encouraged to 
attend a memorial service celebrat-
ing the life of Scott Steckenrider on 
Sunday, April 29, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., 
in the Euler Atrium.
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Donors desire for someone to be 
blessed with an opportunity that 
they can use to better equip the rest 
of the world. Recipients are encour-
aged to follow up, thank donors who 
provided the scholarship and make 
it a priority to attend the Celebration 
of Scholarship.
Assistant Professor of Communica-
tion Jeanne Sigworth talked about her 
own experience when she received 
scholarships while in college, as well 
as the impact they had on her life.
“I received scholarships that really 
supported me; I wouldn’t be here (as 
a professor) if I wouldn’t have gotten 
them,” Sigworth said. “Scholarships 
do what you can’t do for yourself. It 
makes the impossible, possible.”
Mortensen believes that scholar-
ships are a lifetime blessing. He stress-
es the importance of Taylor alumni 
contributing to scholarships.
Sophomore Paula Todhunter said it 
feels validating to receive scholarships.
“My scholarships give me an oppor-
tunity to attend Taylor with a little less 
stress on how to pay student loans at 
the end of it all,” Todhunter said.
echo@taylor.edu
grandma's house out in the coun-
try, so I think they're a great choice 
for our state insect,” said freshman 
Rachel Knight, an Upland native.
Students from Cumberland Ele-
mentary School in West Lafayette 
have expressed particular enthusi-
asm for this cause for several years. 
They offered a list of arguments for 
the lightning bug’s significance in-
cluding its agricultural benefits and 
the exciting educational lessons 
provided by its bioluminescence.
Thomas Say was living in New 
Harmony, Indiana, when he titled 
the bug, scientifically named “pyr-
actomena angulata.” He is known 
as the father of North American 
entomology, making the insect 
an important addition to Indi-
ana’s history.
“I wouldn't pick anything else 
to be the state insect,” said junior 
Lauren Rush, another resident 
of Indiana. “I used to catch hun-
dreds and put them in jars so they 
would twinkle when I went to 
bed. (I stopped that when I found 
out they died though.) . . . Shout 
out to those elementary kids for 
getting a bill passed, even though 
three senators voted against it, 
which was super weird.”
While some of his political peers 
found the subject of Act 236 trivi-
al, Holcomb assured these students 
that their voices were being heard.
Due to this bill, the Say’s Fire-
fly will continue to hold a special 
place in the heart of Indiana and its 
special place in American history.
“Beyond the satisfaction these 
kids will feel when they look out 
on a hot Indiana summer night and 
see the state insect flashing away,” 
Holcomb said, “The real beauty of 
this bill is the civic engagement it 
inspired in our youngest citizens. 
It’s taught them a great deal about 
how our lawmaking process works 
— and that if they are engaged, 







A public exhibition of public rela-
tions (PR) and journalism majors’ se-
nior portfolios will take place on May 
7 from 6–7:45 p.m. in Rupp lobby. 
Afterward, there will be an awards 
ceremony for all Communication De-
partment majors. The awards cere-
mony will be in the Recital Hall.
Seniors showcase portfolios
“Each year the senior show gives 
our PR and journalism majors an 
opportunity to publicly display 
their portfolios, compilations 
of their four years of work both 
at Taylor and from internships,” 
Department Chair and Associ-
ate Professor of Communication 
Donna Downs said. “This year’s 
portfolios have been absolutely 
stunning. They have great depth 
and breadth and show a wide range 
of expertise.”
echo@taylor.edu
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first morning that we came home after 
we found out that she was gone, Carly 
(Whitney’s sister) got her Bible and we 
started looking through it, and the verses 
Whitney had underlined during that year 
were verses that just popped off the page 
to us. It was like God was speaking out 
loud to us, and they were so beautiful.”
Colleen also noted how impactful 
the testimony of the Broncos’ head 
coach, Darcy Haugan, has been. Hau-
gan was a devout Christian who loved 
the game of hockey, desiring to give 
back to the game in whatever way pos-
sible. Haugan volunteered with Hock-
ey Ministries International, a Christian 
hockey camp for youth hockey players.
While the tragedies of the accidents 
have forever changed the lives of those 
affected, the support given to the Van 
Ryns and Ceraks provided a Godly sense 
of encouragement and hope. The Van 
Ryns and Ceraks hope those affected by 
the Humboldt accident will find com-
fort and peace in God moving forward.
“We simply just have to trust the sov-
ereignty and love of God and believe 
that He loves us, He loves the people 
involved in this sad, awful event and in 
some way, shape or form, He will work 
good in our lives,” Garringer said. “We 
have certainly seen that in the case of 







A look into the life of a 
local gas station owner
Kassidy Hall
Staff Writer
Eight years ago, Baljinder Singh 
moved from the country of India to 
the state of Indiana.
Singh, known as Balli to most, now 
owns and manages the Marathon gas 
station in Upland. He works seven 
days a week, for several hours a day.
“I came to America for better op-
portunities,” Singh said. “I came to 
Indiana in 2010. Before coming to 
Upland, I worked in Indianapolis. In 
2012, I was looking at businesses and 
someone said, ‘We have one location 
in a small town, close to a university,’ 
so I said, ‘Okay, I can do that.’”
To keep in touch with his reli-
gious traditions, Singh occasional-
ly attends Sikh services at a temple 
in Fishers, Indiana. Though the tem-
ple is located about an hour away via 
car, it is one way to stay connected 
to his international roots.
Sikhism is a religion that finds its 
origins in northern India. The holy 
book, written by Sikh Gurus, is the 
Guru Granth Sahib. The Sikhs be-
lieve in God, who they call ‘Wahe-
guru,’ meaning God is great. Sikh 
teachings are based on principles 
of the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of humankind, to live 
in family environments and serve 
the community as one way of fol-
lowing God.
Another way Singh carries on his 
Indian culture is by serving curry to 
his customers every Wednesday.
“A lot of Taylor students go to India 
and Nepal for studies and for mis-
sions work, and that’s why they like 
the curry,” Singh said. “They started 
asking, so I started making it last 
year in March. I’m not promoting 
it too much because I’m cooking it 
myself and I don’t need a quantity of 
customers, just quality of customers.”
Singh is hopeful for long-term 
changes and updates regarding his 
business, including a possible ex-
tension of the building with more 
gas pumps.
The majority of Singh’s custom-
ers are regulars; many of them he 
knows by name. Additionally, a large 
number of Singh’s regular custom-
ers are Taylor students and facul-
ty members.
“A big number of customers are 
from Taylor,” Singh said. “It’s good, 
but decreasing now, (because on) the 
campus, (there are) a lot of new op-
tions, like Chick-fil-A. Also, with the 
extended hours, (the LaRita Boren 
Campus Center) is open until mid-
night. Also, now Greek’s is up.”
Singh recalled always having a 
good relationship with the Taylor 
football team. Junior James Ragan, 
a running back on Taylor’s football 
team, lives in Upland and worked for 
Singh at the gas station.
Ragan moved to Upland during 
high school. Within a couple of days 
of moving into town, Ragan met 
Singh and was offered a job. Ragan 
worked at the gas station for four 
years before he stopped due to the 
demands of being a college student 
and athlete.
“All the coaches and players at Tay-
lor know and love Balli,” Ragan said. 
“After a lot of our home games, he 
caters pizza, or chicken and bread-
sticks for us. He is a really hard work-
er and is always ethical in the way 
that he conducts his business. Also, 
he has been very generous helping 
out people trying to raise money in 
the community. He supported me for 
a missions trip, and he supported the 
local Youth for Christ ministry that 
my mom heads up at Eastbrook Ju-
nior High.”
Perhaps more so than for simply 
running a business, Singh is over-
all known for being relational and 
kind. According to Ragan and oth-
ers, Singh not only knows many of 
his customers on a first-name ba-
sis, but has additionally memorized 
many of their regular orders. So 
whether someone needs gas, a bowl 
of curry or a friendly conversation, 
Singh offers it all.
echo@taylor.edu
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The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor 
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle 
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The 
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about 
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since 
1913, except for January term, exam week and holidays. 
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate 
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo 
236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001 
(765) 998-5359, echo@taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2018
“The majority of Singh's customers are 
regulars, many of them he knows by name. 
Additionally, a large number of Singh's 
regular customers are Taylor students and 
faculty members.”
Baljinder Singh: From India to Indiana
Every year, anxious freshmen that have just completed the awk-walk are greeted by Baljinder Singh as they enter his Marathon gas station.
Photograph by Alicia Garnache
CHECK OUT THESE
STUDENT DEALS
available to you with Taylor student ID
(765) 998-7456 
863 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
UPLAND, IN 46989
Located in the Marathon Gas 





drink with the 
purchase of 
a Noble Roman 
Personal Pizza. 
Chicken curry, 




We at The Echo welcome you to Taylor's  
campus. We hope you enjoy your time spent at  
Taylor with old classmates, new friends and family. 






“Today I’m wearing my colorful polo on the top – 
long sleeve, one cuff each sleeve; accessories are an 
Apple watch, glasses, Adidas Ultra Boost on the feet 
with no-show socks and cloudwash jorts.”
Spring style: Definitely unique. People sometimes look 
at me funny for the length of my shorts or the 
brightness of my attire. I embrace the odd looks.
Staple pieces: I make sure to whip out the short-
shorts. Most often they are complimented on top by 
a polo and fresh kicks are necessary to complete the 
fit.
Advice: Develop your own style. What you’re wearing 
is one of the first things people notice about you, so 






 “I’m wearing $10 sale 
boots from H&M, pants 
from Uniqlo, a shirt from 
Gap and that’s it I think!”
Spring style: I basically 
wear autumn/winter 
clothes all year long, so 
just a warmer version of 
that!
Staple pieces: Whatever 
you want! As long as 
you’re comfortable!
Advice: Find your style, 
experiment with new 





Major: Psychology and Orphans and Vulnerable Children
“I’ve got on a high-waisted, acid wash jean skirt (super ’80s), a cropped blue and 
white striped shirt that’s really lightweight, another darker acid wash jean jacket, 
white Nikes and white high socks scrunched up. . . . This skirt is thrifted, these Nikes 
are thrifted and this jacket is thrifted.”
Spring style: I would describe my spring style as colorful and bright, but also 
practical. The weather isn't quite perfect yet, and it rains quite a bit and is still 
chilly, so I try to wear more lively colors and florals, but also try to wear items that 
protect my body from the weather conditions!
Staple pieces: Some of my staple pieces for spring are a good jean skirt, a pair of 
rainboots, cropped and ripped jeans, basic t-shirts and most important for spring: 
a jean jacket.
Advice: My biggest piece of fashion advice for a college student is to not compare 
what you want to wear to what others are wearing! If you feel like wearing a dress 
with a pair of statement boots, go for it! If you feel overdressed or like you stand 











“I’m wearing black jeans with holes in the knees, a 
basic black T-shirt, a pink ascott from Madewell (Love 
that store!) and some cognac brown sandals from 
Goodwill.”
Spring style: Minimal, simple, chic
Staple pieces: I am a huge fan of neutral colors and 
denim. That’s pretty much a year-round thing for me.






Spring style: My wardrobe is pretty seasonless; most of my clothes I own I wear 
year-round. I love to layer, even in the spring.
Staple pieces: Linen. Everything linen! I have a cream linen hooded jacket, and it’s 
my go-to piece.
Advice: Embrace your creativity and originality within your style. Wear what you 






“I’m wearing a gray 
blazer, striped button 
up, blue Chinos and gray 
Chukkas.”
Spring style: My spring 
style is a variation on 
my standard history 
professor chic. I’ll get 
a little crazy with some 
lighter-color button up 
shirts, maybe mix in 
some pastel pink.
Staple pieces:  I tend to 
go with chino blazers in 
spring. Deconstructed, 
so it’s not too stuffy.
Advice:  Invest in 
something that helps 
you feel comfortable 
and confident and that 







“I’m wearing shorts from 
T.J. Maxx, loafers from 
Timberland and both 
my shirt and sweater 
are from Uniqlo. . . . I 
like simple in general, 
but it’s also functional. 
In spring it gets warm 
during the day and I 
take the sweater off, 
but when it gets cold I 
put it back on.”
Spring style: Easy, 
simple, minimalistic and 
practical.
Staple pieces: Loafers 
w/ shorts.
Advice: Always Begin 
from bottom to top 
(shoes —> bottoms —> 
top) 
Photography by Riley Hochstetler
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Poppins” is full of exciting music and 
heartfelt moments that inspires view-
ers to reach for their dreams.
As the winds change and strains 
of whimsical music rise from the 
‘Mary Poppins’ flies in with joy and magic
Photographs by Tim Hudson
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Artists compete using a myriad of their talents
The jazz ensemble and jazz combo present ‘Classic Jazz’
Elizabeth Hartmann
A&E Editor
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Taylor theatre presents                 
a timeless musical
Insights into the               
all-student art show
Al Harrison                
directs his final concert
Mary Poppins, played by freshman Madeline Logan, and the children feed the birds on the steps of St. Paul’s Cathedral.
Student artwork awaits in Metcalf Gallery.
Get into the swing of things with jazz.
6A&E
From “Supercalifragilisticexpialido-
cious” to “Chim Chim Cheree,” take a 
step in time during Taylor Theatre’s 
production of the classic musical 
“Mary Poppins.”
The “practically perfect” nanny 
comes to the Mitchell Theatre’s stage on 
April 27 and 28 and May 4 and 5 at 7:30 
p.m. and April 29 and May 6 at 2 p.m.
“Mary Poppins is a very iconic role,” 
said freshman Madeline Logan, who 
plays Mary Poppins. “So, it was hard 
getting into it.”
Mary Poppins’ character in the mov-
ie is very different from how she is pre-
sented in the book by P. L. Travers. The 
musical version blends both personali-
ties together, creating a unique version 
of Mary Poppins. With three compet-
ing examples, Logan had to balance 
being true to the character and bring 
her own life into her role.
But a spoonful of sugar helps any 
medicine go down, and Logan an-
alyzed the role and worked out the 
perfect harmony with Tracy Manning, 
assistant professor of theatre arts, de-
partment co-chair and managing and 
artistic director of theatre.
Mary Poppins uses her magic to heal 
the dysfunctional Banks family by tak-
ing the children on adventure after 
marvelous adventure. As they explore 
the streets of London, the quintessen-
tial woman teaches the children to 
look past what they see on the outside.
From the dirty, mysterious jack-of-all-
trades Bert to the melancholic wom-
an feeding the birds on the steps of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, the children slowly 
discover the hidden, inherent value in 
the world and people around them.
“She’s saying look past what you see 
because when you find the what you 
see when you find the magic that will 
bring you the joy that can be found in 
the world,” Logan said. “I think that 
the main thing is letting go of our pre-
conceived notions of everything and 
finding the magic that is in the world, 
because it is there.”
A total of four local children play 
Jane and Michael Banks. During re-
hearsal Madison Fuqua and Isaiah 
Ross, the two lead actors, and Lucy 
Manganello and Johnny Blosser, the 
two understudies, take turns playing 
Jane and Michael. In one scene, the 
two leads play, then the cast redoes 
the same scene with the understudies.
By casting four actors instead of two, 
senior Kenzi Nevins, the assistant di-
rector, said it gives more opportuni-
ties to the children in the community. 
Nevins explained that the Taylor 
Theatre had a special family night 
filled with Mary Poppins-themed 
crafts, snacks and a photo booth with 
Logan and senior Sean Sele, the ac-
tors playing Mary and Bert. 
The understudies performed for 
the community during the family 
night production on April 26. 
However, Fuqua and Ross will be 
taking the stage during the main 
performances. 
The cast members love working with 
these four children, and Logan be-
lieves having the children around has 
encouraged the staff to be more punc-
tual and set a good example.
As Jane and Michael grow, they bring 
their new insights to their parents. Ul-
timately, Mary Poppins helps them all 
discover the importance of family.
“Mr. Banks is a very work-driven man 
who, over the course of the musical, 
learns that his family should come 
before his work,” said junior Camden 
Johnson, who plays the statue Nele-
us and various roles in the Ensemble.
From the tap dancing, feet pound-
ing, knee-slapping songs to more re-
flective, somber melodies, “Mary 
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Photographs. Sculptures. Drawings. 
Paintings. Graphic designs. Taylor’s 
campus is full of talented artists.
The all-student art show invited stu-
dents from all over campus, regardless of 
their major, to submit their artwork and 
be displayed in the Metcalf Gallery, as 
well as compete for awards from a jury.
Ryan James, assistant professor 
of art, shared his excitement for the 
show, calling it one of his favorite 
events on campus.
“I love seeing the talent of our stu-
dents, especially of those who don’t fre-
quent Metcalf,” James said. “There are a 
lot of skilled artists on campus, it’s such 
a joy to give them this outlet to display 
their work publicly. We have a guest juror 
come to campus to assign the awards, 
one of which comes with a ($1,000) prize! 
It’s always fun to give people money for 
the artwork they’ve created.”
At 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 1, the Tay-
lor University Jazz Ensemble and Jazz 
Combo will present “Classic Jazz” in 
the Rediger Chapel Auditorium.
The band members are excited to 
share their music.
“If you’re not tapping your foot, we’re 
doing our job wrong,” said junior alto 
saxophone player Sarah Gorman. 
“There’s something about jazz that gets 
your heart rate going and makes the au-
dience feel involved in the music.”
Sophomore tenor saxophone play-
er Caroline Vaporis was also excited 
about the selection. After last semes-
ter’s Beatles tribute concert, the Jazz 
Ensemble and Jazz Combo will be re-
turning with a lot of swing to classic 
jazz. She also said she could not wait 
for Gorman’s impressive solo, “Har-
lem Swing.”
Thirty-year adjunct professor Jeff 
Anderson will be directing the Jazz 
Combo, while Al Harrison, professor 
of music and chair of the department 
of music, theatre and dance, will be 
directing the Jazz Ensemble. Harri-
son is looking forward to this tribute 
A&E Events
“If you’re not tapping your foot, we’re doing our 
job wrong.”
The jazz ensemble and jazz combo present 
‘Classic Jazz’
Senior Leslie Clouse, a graphic de-
sign and photography major, said the 
all-student art show was a great op-
portunity to show off artwork and see 
what other students have been work-
ing on for the past year.
Clouse entered a photo book pub-
lication called “Bench.” It is a com-
pilation of photographs of women 
sitting and laying on and around a 
bench she created in the fall. The 
tightly cropped images emphasize the 
negative and positive shapes, space 
and contrast.
“I hope when people encounter my 
work they see beauty found in peo-
ple and design,” Clouse said. “There 
is not hidden message, just elegance 
and simplicity found in elements.”
Sophomore Erica Bell, an arts edu-
cation major, has eight pieces in the 
show. She has four paintings of scenes 
around campus, three drawings and 
one sculpture.
The sculpture is a life-sized sheep 
made from cardboard. This sculpture 
called, “Weary Sheep,” is a self por-
trait made for her final project in her 
three-dimensional design class last 
fall. Inspired by the scriptural imagery 
of sheep, Bell feels the sheep represents 
her spiritual struggles last semester.
The sheep illustrates Bell’s journey 
to discovering how she can follow Je-
sus and how He can embrace her qual-
ities. The sheep is created to look tired 
with messy, matted, untamed fur and 
horns to represent Bell’s stubbornness.
Bell loves what she does and submit-
ted her work to display the things she 
has been working hard on. She hopes 
people walk away from the all-student 
art show with an appreciation for the 
talent these artists have and the hard 
work they have put into their pieces. 
“I hope they leave with questions and 
I hope they seek out the artists and ask 
questions to learn more about their 
work and their ideas (because) a lot of 
them have incredible ideas,” Bell said.
Senior illustration major Sammi 
Lawson has four pieces in the show. 
Three are illustrations and the fourth 
is a book of her illustrations.
Her first illustration is of a lion and 
porcupine who are watching the stars 
at dusk and enjoying their friendship. 
Her second piece is based on minimi-
zation and the idea of denying emo-
tions. This visual depiction is currently 
the image of a wave, but Lawson in-
tends to Photoshop in a sloth who is 
unaware of the wave behind him.
Lawson hopes people walk away 
from her work with a greater sense 
of beauty and wonder. 
James is excited to highlight the love 
that Taylor has for student artwork, no 
matter what corner of campus it comes 
from. He attributes this to art’s power 
to add beauty to our environment and 
its ability to inspire and reveal truth to 
those who engage with it. All of campus 
is invited to come to the opening recep-
tion and awards ceremony tonight to 
find new truths revealed by their peers.
echo@taylor.edu
to the historic aspects of jazz, stating 
that he thinks the audience will love 
an impressive lineup of soloists and a 
helping of blues. As he is retiring this 
year, this will be the final concert di-
rected by Harrison.
“Dr. Harrison always picks engaging 
charts,” Gorman said, though she ad-
mitted that some were very difficult. 
“We’re all very sad to see Dr. Harrison 
go! He’s given so much to the depart-
ment and made each and every one 
of us better musicians. Personally, he’s 
coaxed me out of my shell and both 
challenged and encouraged me to be-
come a better, more confident player. 
I thank him for that, and I’ll miss him.”
But Harrison wanted to be sure An-
derson also received proper credit for 
his thirty years of service.
Harrison believes Anderson brings 
students a professional view of jazz 
and commercial music, helping them 
start their own groups and promote 
their careers in music.
“(Anderson’s) work over the years 
and his encouragement to our stu-
dents has been phenomenal,” Harri-
son said. “I cannot express in words 
how much I appreciate his assistance 
over the years in training our students 
in improvisation and jazz styles.”
Admission to see this dynamic duo 
is free. If jazz enthusiasts can’t wait un-
til May 1 and need a sneak peek, Va-
poris revealed that the Ensemble will 
be performing with Taylor Sounds for 
Grandparents Day festivities at 4 p.m. 
today.
“We practice all semester on the rep-
ertoire for this concert,” Gorman said. 
“It’s always exciting to finally share 
music we’ve worked hard on.”
echo@taylor.edu
live orchestra, Mary Poppins sweeps 
across the London skyline with un-
forgettable ability to make impossible 




Read about Jordan’s only 
woman body builder
Sweat glistens off of Dana Soum-
bouloglou’s face as weights rise and 
fall behind her.
On May 12, Jordanian college 
student, Soumbouloglou will be 
competing in Canada’s Stephanie 
Worsfold Natural Classic division 
bodybuilder competition.
The first woman bodybuilder of 
Jordan, nothing will satisfy Soum-
bouloglou but gold.
“I am excited to prove myself and 
that dreams really do come true,” 
Soumbouloglou said.
Now, the idea of flexing on stage 
in a bikini is not necessarily ac-
cepted in Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Culturally and religiously it 
breaks social norms.
No other women in Jordan prac-
tice this sport and there are no 
bodybuilding tournaments open 
to women in Jordan.
“I ’ve gotten criticism for sure, 
comments from people in the 
gym,” Soumbouloglou said. “Usual-
ly men asking, ‘Why are you build-
ing up your muscles like that, like 
a man?’ ‘Calm down.’ ‘You’re too 
big.’ etc.”
What working for 
The Echo means
Building more than muscle“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Our View
Yet at the same time, Soum-
bouloglou has many support-
ers. Besides her family, friends 
and boyfriend she often gets ap-
proached by other gym members 
wanting to hear her story or get 
tips for their workouts.
The last two months Soumboulo-
glou has dedicated all of her time 
and energy to building and defin-
ing muscle. The basic equation is 
water retention, muscle buildup 
and diet. Soumbouloglou’s cur-
rent training regime is made up 
of three workouts a day, six days a 
week along with a strict diet of six 
small meals a day, high in proteins, 
fat and lots of water.
“I am always hungry . . . I’ve been 
craving bananas, imagine, banan-
as,” Soumbouloglou said. 
Yet in spite of her constant ex-
ertion, Soumbouloglou makes lift-
ing dumbbells, performing pull-ups 
and running up stairs for 30 min-
utes look easy.  Soumbouloglou 
reminds fans that training is a lot 
harder than it looks.
Soumbouloglou’s has held body-
builders as role models since she 
was young. However, it was not un-
til she studied journalism in Greece 
that she began working out and fell 
in love with the idea of bodybuild-
ing. A few years ago, she moved 
back to Jordan and began study-
ing exercise science and working 
as a personal trainer.
“Bodybuilding makes me feel 
unique and strong,” Soumboulo-
glou said. “And it helps me accept 
the fact that I don’t care what oth-
er people think of me.”
As Soumbouloglou flies to Can-
ada in two weeks she carries with 
her the important task of prov-
ing that being a Jordanian woman 
bodybuilder is not only possible, 
but may lead to victory.
echo@taylor.edu
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The Daytona team hangs on the beach with locals.
A degree in journalism is not a re-
quirement to work for The Echo.
Politics, philosophy and economics 
majors, english majors, international 
studies majors, professional writing 
majors and more have contributed to 
the team this year.
There are a myriad of opportunities 
available for those interested in The 
Echo. Some positions share the same 
duties. Designers, section editors, copy 
chief and photography editor need to 
attend our Monday budget meeting 
and Thursday production. It is also the 
responsibility of Co-Editors in Chief, 
section editors and staff writers to 
send out interviewee thank you cards 
and accuracy forms to story sources.
Co-Editors in Chief, copy chief, pho-
tography, online, design and section 
editors, staff writers, designers, staff 
photographers, copy editors, distribu-
tion and subscriptions managers and 
ad team members all contribute to 
creating a paper each week: an uncom-
mon feat among smaller universities.
Section editors need to be connected 
with what is happening around campus.
Before production, they work togeth-
er determining content, assigning that 
content, checking in with writers to con-
firm everything is going well and finally, 
editing the content. Editors usually write 
one story per week. On Thursdays, sec-
tion editors finalize any contributed sec-
tion content, work with their designer to 
determine page layout, select photos for 
stories and draft all content for online.
Staff writers are responsible for 
writing one story per week, which are 
assigned by section editor(s). Then, 
they determine sources for their as-
signed story, coordinate and conduct 
interviews with story sources and fi-
nally write their story. Staff writers are 
responsible for revising their story and 
contacting their assigned section ed-
itor(s) if any problems arise. It is not 
mandatory for them to attend produc-
tion, but it is often encouraged.
Ad team members contact local busi-
nesses and other universities to sell ads 
to The Echo. They are responsible for 
alerting Co-Editors in Chief of all ad sales 
and communicating with clients to an-
swer client’s questions. After publication, 
they confirm with clients that the ad ran 
as agreed. Finally, they record all ad sales.
Writing for a newspaper had its own 
set of unique challenges. Sometimes 
a story falls through last minute; staff 
writers and editors have to think on 
their toes. An entire audio interview may 
go missing and the interview may have 
to be conducted again. Balancing work 
at The Echo with homework takes care-
ful planning. But it is so rewarding.
At the end of the day, The Echo pro-
vides its team members with network-
ing and portfolio building that will 
help them in their lives after Taylor. It 
is also a chance to record university 
history as it is happening, giving stu-
dents a chance to add their name to 
the rich history of the university.
The opinions expressed in Our View 
columns are not necessarily represen-
tative of the views of Taylor University 
or The Echo Editorial Board.
echo@taylor.edu
In one week Jordanian bodybuilder,  
Dana Soumbouloglou, will be competing in Canada.
Photograph provided by Abigail Roberts
Photograph provided  by Katherine Upton
Kassidy Weemhoff
Life & Times Co-Editor
Dear Editor,
I am deeply saddened by the 
seeming lack of care and inten-
tionality shown in the article 
about Mosaic Night.
The first thing I noticed was the 
picture in the top left corner of the 
front page that advertised the ar-
ticle. It was of the predominantly 
white act representing American 
culture. The point of Mosaic Night 
was highlighting diversity of expe-
rience and culture, and plenty of 
pictures were taken of all of the 
performances. To not portray di-
versity in the front page picture is 
to mis-portray Mosaic Night and 
to whitewash the event.
The next thing I noticed was the 
caption under the photo of the Ba-
hamas’ performance. The captions 
denoted them as being “Bohemi-
ans,” however, Bohemians are an 
entirely different thing. Bohemian 
refers to either people from the re-
gion of Bohemia in the Czech Re-
public or white people who dress 
in flowy, hipster or artsy clothes. 
I cannot comprehend how much 
effort had to be made to get the 
word “Bohemian” from the word 
“Bahamas.” The lack of simple re-
search is apparent and deplorable, 
especially when it is manifested in 
mislabeling an entire people group 
in an article meant to highlight an 
event that celebrates the unique-
ness and beauty in each specific 
culture. Then I read the article.
The misspellings and grammati-
cal errors were enough to have me 
stumbling through, then I came 
to Heewon Son’s name. The ar-
ticle identified her as “Hey Won 
Son.” Names matter. Looking her 
up in the roster or on social me-
dia would not have been difficult. 
It’s basic journalistic etiquette to 
fact check yourself. Why did no 
one come and speak with those 
in charge of the event? I under-
stand that somehow this was a 
draft that wasn’t intended to be 
published, however, the fact that 
no one caught this before publish-
ing speaks volumes.




Last December, The Echo won two awards at the Hoosier  
State Press Association Better Newspaper Awards banquet.
Managing Editor
Editor in Chief
Photograph provided by Abigail Roberts
Dana Soumbouloglou stands as a 
symbol for women empowerment.
“I cannot comprehend how much effort had to be 
made to get the word ‘Bohemian’ from the word 
‘Bahamas.’”
Letter to the editor
April 27, 2018
Letter to the editor
Photograph provided by Abigail Roberts
Dana Soumbouloglou has committed 
all of her time and energy to preparing 




Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb
(317) 232-4567
Office of the Governor, Indiana Statehouse
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2797
U.S. Senator Todd Young (IN-R)
(317) 226-6700
46 East Ohio Street, Suite 462
Indianapolis, IN 46204
U.S. Senator Joe Donnelly (IN-D)
(317) 226-5555
115 N. Pennsylvania Street Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46204
On this day in 
history . . .





An unedited version of the 
story referenced here, “Ex-
periencing culture through 
performance,” was acciden-
tally published in last Fri-
day’s edition of The Echo. 
While a carefully edited ver-
sion of the story was avail-
able, unfortunately it was not 
the version published in print 
last Friday.
echo@taylor.edu
Re: ‘Experiencing culture through performance’
TROJAN NATION 8
TheEchoNews.com FRIDAYApril 27, 2018
Track and field teams 
have one more meet left
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor
The No. 19 men’s and women’s track 
and field teams each hold one more 
meet in their regular season and will 
enter the postseason next Thursday.
The men’s team finished 5th in their 
most recent meet, the Indiana Little 
State Championships. The women’s 
team performed well enough to place 
third. 
On the men’s side, sophomore Ca-
leb Anthony raced his way to third in 
the 110-meter hurdles with a time of 
14.69 seconds. The 1,500-meter race 
was a strong suit for the Trojans, as ju-
nior Ben Byrd finished 4th with a time 
of 4:02.82 and senior Alec DeVries fin-
ished 5th with a time of 4:05.40.
While DeVries finished 5th, he 
strives for better and is his own 
worst critic.
“I know I can go faster in what I 
competed in, in terms of (personal 
records) and what not,” DeVries said. 
“I was a little harsh on myself; the re-
sult was okay, not great.”
Junior Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh and se-
nior Alex Berends brought home two 
victories on the women’s side. Sakeuh 
earned a victory in the 100-meter hur-
dles with time of 14.61 seconds. Ber-
ends won the 1,500-meter race with a 
time of 4:44.05.
While both teams have finished 
in the top five in every one of their 
meets, their season is compressed 
this year due to weather.
According to interim head coach 
Ted Bowers, the toughest part about 
the schedule being compressed is not 
being able to experiment as planned. 
With a full schedule, Bowers can place 
certain players in different events 
over the course of the season.
Junior Margie Crosby said the 
weather has been mentally taxing for 
the Trojans. The weather is only feel-
ing like spring now; however, there 
are only two weeks left in the sea-
son. Since the weather was colder for 
much of the season, many people did 
not run more events because they did 
not want to pull a muscle.
Even though the season has been 
short, Bowers is impressed with both 
team’s performances thus far. Their 
next meet will be today and tomor-
row in Hillsdale, Michigan. The meet 
will begin today at 3 p.m. and will re-
sume tomorrow at 9 a.m.
This will be the last regular season 
meet for the track and field teams. 
The Crossroads League Champion-
ship will start May 3 and end on May 4.
echo@taylor.edu
Trojans race to the end of the season
Photographs by Brad Timmerman
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WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
Senior Lauren Melchers and junior Sam Lacher helped their teams finish in the top five in the Indiana Little State Championships.
Baseball beginning to hit their stride
Trojans accumulate 
wins late in the season
Eric Andrews
Editor in Chief
The (RV) Taylor baseball team picked 
up four wins this week, including two 
against Goshen, one against Spring 
Arbor and one against Huntington.
The victories improve the Trojans’ 
season record to 36–12 overall and 
16–7 in Crossroads League play.
Following a 4–3 loss to Goshen on 
April 20, the Trojans rebounded with 
a pair of wins on April 21 against the 
Maple Leafs, winning the games 4–1 
and 8–2, respectively.
Freshman pitcher Luke Shively 
controlled game one of the double-
header, going nearly five innings be-
fore allowing a hit. Shively recorded 
a career-high eight strikeouts in 
the outing.
“I love our (pitching) staff this year,” 
said junior outfielder Wyatt Whit-
man. “They’ve worked really really 
hard coming into the year. I know 
that they really wanted to be locked 
(in), and they’ve done a great job of 
that. Luke especially, as a freshman, 
it’s great to have him. . . . We’ve had a 
good, deep pitching staff all year, and 
it’s definitely helped us out in some 
close games.”
In game two, senior outfielders 
Jared Adkins and Sam Wiese led the 
charge offensively, each knocking in 
two runs, while junior shortstop Josh 
Lane scored two runs.
The Trojans carried their momen-
tum into a matchup on Tuesday, April 
24 against Spring Arbor. Taylor got off 
to a hit start, thanks to leadoff home 
run from Whitman. Junior first base-
man Nathan Targgart knocked a dou-
ble, and then scored on an RBI single 
from Wiese later in the inning to put 
Taylor up 2–0. The Trojans tallied 
again in the third inning, extending 
the lead to 3–0.
However, the Cougars hung around, 
taking advantage of their opportuni-
ties. Spring Arbor scored twice in the 
third and then took advantage of a 
Taylor error in the eighth inning to 
knot the score at 3 runs apiece. A 
scoreless ninth inning sent the game 
to extra innings.
The Trojan bats exploded for three 
runs in the tenth inning, and sopho-
more pitcher Mitch Ubelhor cruised 
through the Cougar batters to secure 
a 6–3 win.
Taylor then split a doubleheader 
with Huntington on April 25, taking 
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Sophomore pitcher Justin Pettit holds an ERA of 4.22 this season.
“It’s a grind. We’re playing every day, we’ve been 
handling stress and we are rolling.”
Softball continues to roll in winning streak 
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game one, 7–2, before dropping game 
two, 3–2.
Junior pitcher Clay Riggins tossed 
a complete game in game one, chop-
ping down Huntington’s offense. Tay-
lor matched their 10 hit performance 
in game two, but could not capitalize 
on their opportunities, only generat-
ing two runs.
The Trojans currently sit in third 
place in the Crossroads League en-
tering the final week of the regular 
season. The Trojans will host Saint 
Francis for a trio of games, with game 
one slated for a 6 p.m. first pitch to-
night and a doubleheader beginning 
at 2 p.m. on April 28.
Taylor will wrap up the regular sea-
son with games against Grace on the 
road and Manchester at home on 
Monday and Tuesday, respectively. 
The Crossroads League Tournament 
will begin Friday, May 4.
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Trojans pick up      
forceful wins over Grace
Andrew Nevins
Staff Writer
The softball team’s win streak jumped 
to eight games on Monday, as they took 
a doubleheader against Grace.
The Trojans dominated game one by 
a score of 10–3 thanks to a big fourth 
inning in which four runs were scored.
Consecutive RBI singles from fresh-
man second baseman Kara Tucker 
and junior outfielder Courtney Mori-
arty were followed by a two-out single 
from senior catcher Davis Carter that 
gave Taylor the 7–2 advantage.
Grace retaliated with an RBI single 
in the bottom of the fourth, but se-
nior shortstop Cassie Kuizin quickly 
iced the game with a two-run homer 
in the fifth.
The Trojans sprinted out of the gates 
in game two, leading 12–0 in the bot-
tom of the fifth. Grace added a pair of 
Softball continues to roll in winning streak
runs, but Taylor was awarded the run-
rule victory.
Carter set a new career-high with 
6 RBIs in game two, driving in at least 
one run in all four plate appearances. 
Moriarty, junior outfielder Hannah 
Castor and freshman pitcher Lauren 
Kanai each added two hits to pace 
the Trojans.
According to head coach Brad Bows-
er, his team did just about everything 
right on Monday. The offense hit when 
in scoring position and appeared to be 
flowing perfectly.
“It’s a grind,” Bowser said. “We’re play-
ing every day, we’ve been handling 
stress and we are rolling. We’ve scored 
no less than thirteen runs in any dou-
bleheader in our last four, and we’re 
starting to gel in a way that allows them 
to feel some freedom.”
Bowser added that despite the re-
cent success, his team will be tested in 
a home rematch with Marian today. It 
is vital that the team not take any play 
for granted, as they went toe-to-toe 
with Marian in their previous meeting.
Taylor seeks revenge against Mari-
an in a 4 p.m. doubleheader today at 
Gudakunst Field.
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Senior shortstop Cassie Kuizin recorded 
one run and one RBI on April 25, against 
Bethel to help bring the Trojans to a 
9–1 victory in a mere five innings.
The Volleyball team recent-
ly signed a nine-year old girl 
named Elley Weaver to their ros-
ter. Team IMPACT is a non-prof-
it organization based in Boston, 
Massachusetts. They help con-
nect children with serious or 
chronic illness with collegiate 
teams to make a difference in 
their lives. With Weaver on the 
roster now, she will attend team 
practices, matches, dinners and 
other various events. 
Volleyball signs 
nine-year-old
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Congratulations to the men’s golf  
team for winning their third consecutive 
Crossroads League Championship.
